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NOTES FROM THE 
PROGRAM MANAGER
by Carol Hallett

M a r c h  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s p r i n g  b u t  i t  i s  a  m o n t h
t h a t  a l s o  k e e p s  y o u  o n  y o u r  t o e s .   I s  i t  t i m e  t o  p u t  a w a y  t h e
w i n t e r  s w e a t e r s  a n d  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  f l i p - f l o p s  o r  w i l l  i t  s n o w
a g a i n ?   

T h i s  m o n t h  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  b u s y  m o n t h  f o r  o u r  C E R T
m e m b e r s .   W e  h a v e  d o n e  l o t s  o f  d r i l l s ,  e x e r c i s e s ,  t r a i n i n g ,
p l a n n i n g ,  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  o u r  u p c o m i n g  t r a i n i n g  c l a s s  a n d
r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  f e w  d e p l o y m e n t  r e q u e s t s .   S o  o u r  T H A -
C E R T  s t a f f  h a s  b e e n  i n  a c t i o n  m o d e  a l l  m o n t h .   Y o u  w i l l
r e a d  a l l  a b o u t  i t  i n  t h i s  m o n t h ’ s  n e w s l e t t e r .

T h e  o l d  w i v e s ’  t a l e  i n  t h e  m o t h e r l o d e  i s  t h a t  w i n t e r  i s  n o t
o v e r  u n t i l  i t  s n o w s  o n  t h e  d o g w o o d  b l o o m .   I  u s e  t h i s  a s  m y
t r i g g e r  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s p r i n g .   A s  I  s i t  h e r e  a n d  l o o k
o u t  t h e  w i n d o w ,  t h e  d o g w o o d  i s  s t i l l  d o r m a n t ,  s o  w e  m i g h t
h a v e  a  f e w  m o r e  s t o r m s .

(Above) Ben Wagner prepping for UAV flight at Mono Way fire.



VEHICLE MAINTENANCE
by By Mike Mandell,  THA-CERT Team Leader

This month, the big news, is all  the electrical work we are doing on 

the Firefighter Rehab Vehicle. As luck would have it ,  one of our 

potential CERT members, Vince Carini,  is an experienced International truck guru,

and has been volunteering his time to help us get our Firefighter Rehab Vehicle in

tip-top shape. 

During our deployment on the Mono Way fire (a nighttime deployment) we realized

that there were several issues with that vehicle. The seat had an air leak, the shifter

did not light up, and the headlights were really dim, to name a few. 

We asked Vince if he would take a look and he jumped in his car and headed right

over. Randie Revilla and Vince spent countless hours going through the vehicle’s

electrical system, getting schematics from Horton (maker of the box on the vehicle)

and ordering parts.  This truck is going to work like a champ when Vince is done. 

The monthly inspections on all  or vehicles are ongoing and, thankfully, no other

major issues have arisen. Ron Kessler and I did the inspections this month and

ensured that all  the fluids were topped off,  tire pressure checked and windshields

cleaned.

We are good to go!
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SPRING INTO SAFETY...
by John Buckingham, THA-CERT Safety Officer

1 )  C h e c k  y o u r  s m o k e  a l a r m s  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e
b a t t e r i e s .  C r i t i c a l  f o r  f i r e  s a f e t y .

2 )  C l e a n  a n d  r e p l a c e  y o u r  f u r n a c e  f i l t e r .

3 )  C l e a n  t h e  d u s t  c o v e r s  o n  y o u r  c a r b o n
m o n o x i d e  m o n i t o r  a n d  c h a n g e  t h e  b a t t e r i e s .   
Y o u  c a n n o t  d e t e c t  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e  l e v e l s  i n
y o u r  h o m e  w i t h o u t  s e n s o r s .

4 )  C l e a n  a r o u n d  y o u r  d r y e r  a n d  w a s h i n g
m a c h i n e s  a n d  t h e i r  d u c t s  a n d  d a m p e r s  t o
p r e v e n t  l i n t  b u i l d  u p ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f i r e  d a n g e r

5 )  T i m e  t o  r e v i e w  e m e r g e n c y  e s c a p e  p l a n s
w i t h  y o u r  h o u s e h o l d ,  f i r e  s e a s o n  i s  u p o n  u s .



T h r e e  o f  o u r  u n i t s  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d e p l o y  t o  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  i n c i d e n t s  t h i s  m o n t h .   

T h e  f i r s t  w a s  a  r e q u e s t  f r o m  T H C S D  f o r  o u r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  u n i t  t o  p r o v i d e  t r a f f i c
c o n t r o l  a t  T w a i n  H a r t e  D r i v e  a n d  M o n o  D r i v e  d u r i n g  a  p i p e  r e p l a c e m e n t  p r o j e c t .   

M i k e  M a n d e l l ,  J o h n  B u c k i n g h a m ,  a n d  W e s  J o r d a n  p r o v i d e d  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  f r o m
r o u g h l y  0 8 0 0  t o  1 3 4 5  h o u r s .   M i k e  r e p o r t e d  n o  p r o b l e m s  o r  m i s h a p s  a n d  s a i d  t h e y  w e r e
t h a n k e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e .   P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  C a r o l  H a l l e t t ,  a l s o
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  C S D  o f f e r i n g  f u r t h e r  t h a n k s .
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DEPLOYMENTS
by Mike Mandell,  THA-CERT Team Leader

T h e  s e c o n d  r e q u e s t  w a s  f o r  b o t h  o u r
F i r e f i g h t e r  R e h a b  a n d  U A V  U n i t s  t o
d e p l o y  t o  a  l a r g e  f i r e  o n  M o n o  W a y  i n
S o n o r a .   A s  l u c k  w o u l d  h a v e  i t ,  M i k e
M a n d e l l  h e a r d  t h e  c a l l  o n  t h e  s c a n n e r
a n d  s o  h a d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a  h e a d  s t a r t
g e t t i n g  u s  r e a d y .   C a r o l  c o o r d i n a t e d
g e t t i n g  b o t h  u n i t s  s t a r t e d  a n d  b e t w e e n
t h e  t i m e  s h e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  c a l l  f r o m
C h i e f  G a m e z  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h e  F i r e f i g h t e r
R e h a b  U n i t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  s c e n e  a t  2 1 2 9
h o u r s ,  l e s s  t h a n  3 0  m i n u t e s  h a d
e l a p s e d .   T h a t ’ s  a n  a m a z i n g  r e s p o n s e
t i m e !  G r e a t  j o b  e v e r y o n e !  

C a r o l  H a l l e t t  w a s  T e a m  L e a d  a n d  D r i v e r ,  M i k e  M a n d e l l  w o r k e d  a s  C h e c k  I n / C h e c k  O u t
a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a n d  R a n d i e  R e v i l l a  w a s  i n  c h a r g e  o f  V i t a l s  a n d  R e h a b .

B e n  W a g n e r  f r o m  t h e  U A V  U n i t  a r r i v e d  a b o u t  3 0  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t h a t .   S e e  t h e  a r t i c l e  o n
p a g e  4  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h a t .

T h e  F i r e f i g h t e r  R e h a b  U n i t  w a s  o n  s c e n e  u n t i l
0 1 1 9  h o u r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  a n d  r a n
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8  F i r e f i g h t e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e
r e h a b  p r o c e s s  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .  T h e y  w e r e
p r o v i d e d  w i t h  H e r o  w i p e s ,  w a t e r ,  G a t o r a d e ,
s n a c k s ,  a n d  a  c o m f o r t a b l e  p l a c e  t o  r e s t .

A s  a l w a y s ,  b o t h  t h e s e  d e p l o y m e n t s  p r o v i d e d
l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l
c r e w  m e m b e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  C E R T  T e a m  i n
g e n e r a l .   F o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  r a n
s m o o t h l y ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  o u r
d e d i c a t e d  v o l u n t e e r s .

(Above) Journey Church on Mono Way

(Above) FF Rehab Area Mono Way fire



On March 19th, our UAV Unit was requested to assist at the church fire on Mono Way

in Sonora. 

UAV DEPLOYMENT
by Michelle Wagner, THA-CERT UAV Unit Leader

Thankfully, one of our pilots,  Ben

Wagner, had just finished his day on Ski

Patrol at Dodge Ridge and was able to

respond from there. He was joined at

the scene by Carol Hallett,  who acted as

his Visual Observer for the operation.

As usual,  Ben kept a cool head and

overcome a few technical glitches and

some significant impediments to flying,

i .e. ,  a lot of overhead wires and many

tall  trees, not to mention the smoke and

the darkness.  

There were also significant distractions as many firefighters that weren’t currently

on assignment surrounded him to watch what he was doing. He managed to avoid

distraction and did his job. 

Ben was able to provide thermal imaging of a raging fire that the firefighters were

having trouble locating because it  was burning between the roof sheathing and the

shingles. 

With the information he provided, the firefighters were able to cut out the hotspot

and put the fire out.  They were able to complete a task that would likely have taken

them several hours in about 20 minutes, thus reducing firefighter fatigue and

potential injury, not to mention personnel and reconstruction costs.

Our UAV program continues to evolve as we look at other ways to be of service. As

we do so, it ’s great to know we have a solid foundation of willing and capable people

to help out when they’re needed!
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(Above) Chief Gamez and Ben Mono Way fire

(Above) Chief Gamez, Ben, Carol, and Firefighters at Mono Way fire



FIREFIGHTER REHAB DRILLS & SKILLS
by Carol Hallett,  THA-CERT Program Manager

There is a lot going on with Firefighter Rehab this

month!

We take our job seriously and that means a lot of

work but the staff and crew do it with pride and

amazing attention to detail .

We mentioned last month that we now have rotating

crews…here are the details.  At this time, we have 7

crews with 3 people on each crew. Each crew is on

call for one week (24/7) which means that

theoretically they would only be on call  every 7

weeks. 

The staff wrote up job descriptions during our trip

to Groveland for training last month. I drove and

we called out the jobs off the top of our heads

while Lise Lemonnier took notes (luckily she does

not get car sick).We had radios so that all  the cars

in the caravan could chime in. It was a great idea

but I drive too fast and so the radios were out of

range. Therefore it  was just the people in my car

that were able to contribute…did I mention that

this team never stops working?! 

During this first phase we decided that

we should have a drill  for each crew

during their week on call .  This would

allow folks to shake the dust off and get

up to speed with the official job

descriptions and duties.

We managed to drill  with 4 of the crews

this month and will  continue until  we’ve

gotten to everyone.
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(Above) Crew B: Matt, Lise, Luz

(Above) Crew A: Karen

(Above) Bob checking in "Mr. Turtle"



In addition to all  of that,  Mike Mandell completed Driver Training with 6 of our crew

members: Bob Schreiner, Matt Kain, Randie Revilla,  Ron Kessler,  Wes Jordan, and

Carol Hallett.
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FIREFIGHTER REHAB DRILLS & SKILLS, cont'd

Mike has done and amazing job setting

up a standard driving course that

covers essential skills such as hill

driving and turns. He is in the process

of creating a classroom training

including a written test.  All this will

ensure everyone is trained to the same

high standards and will  be able to

perform to the standard of excellence

we’ve come to expect from all of our

CERT units.

Everyone performed fantastically and

seemed to have fun doing it .  It  is

amazing to see the cohesiveness of

these crews even if they have never

worked together before. It  shows that

everyone knows their jobs and is

willing to jump in. 

I am proud of each and every person!(Above) Driver Training



Everyone so far has been very responsive and half of our above listed members have

already been through the process! Please note, participation in this process is NOT

REQUIRED to remain as a volunteer; however, deployment to certain areas or certain

tasks may be limited, as many of the activities and areas we are deployed DO require

this extra level of screening. 

Over the next few months, you will  notice some

changes in our volunteer badges as we work to take

our already stellar group to the next level.   CERT

volunteers have always been issued badges to identify

them as individuals who have completed the Basic

Training Course. 

Now, we will  have a new style of badge to further

identify those who have gone through an additional

level of screening, required for certain types of

deployments, i .e.  working with children, elderly, or

on any premises that requires it .

This process will  be carried out in phases, starting

with the Executive Staff,  followed by the Fire Fighter

Rehab crews, and Traffic Control crews. The

additional screening requires fingerprinting, which

will  be run through the CA State and Federal database

for a very basic criminal records check. 

BADGES?  BAADGES?? ...
by John Buckingham, THA-CERT Safety Officer
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(Above) Sample ID Badge

(Above) Sample ID Badge

The opportunity to do this has been provided by

grant monies from the Tuolumne County Health

Department and the generosity of school

Superintendent Kathy Parker, who is allowing us to

do this through the school.  A big thank you to

both!

Be on the lookout for the new badges, and an email

from John Buckingham that outlines the procedure.



Groveland Area CERT hosted a training on February 26th covering Unit 1 (Disaster

Preparedness) and Unit 2 (Cert Organization, ICS) of the Basic Training.  There were

twenty-eight people in attendance, 12 of whom traveled up from THA-CERT. The

remainder included Groveland Area CERT members, as well as representatives from

GCSD Fire and Cal Fire.

Monthly Update |  page 08

GROVELAND AREA CERT FEBRUARY TRAINING
by Bob Asquith, GCERT Program Manager

We had three great guest trainers for the

day. 

Bob Asquith, Groveland Area CERT Program

Manager, started the day by discussing

Disaster Preparedness.  He also talked about

the organizational chart for Groveland Area

CERT, which included several positions

being newly filled by Groveland residents.(Above) February training in Groveland

RED CROSS CROSS-TRAINING

C E R T  M e m b e r ,  P a t  P o l e n ,  w h o  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  y e a r s  t e a c h i n g  a t  C o l l e g e  o f  M a r i n  a n d
U C  D a v i s  a n d  w o r k i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  ( l i t e r a l l y )  o f  t h e  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  O p e r a ,  t a l k e d
w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  a b o u t  D i s a s t e r  P l a n n i n g .  

A n o t h e r  G C E R T  M e m b e r ,  W a l t  E h m a n n ,  c o v e r e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  I C S .  W a l t
h a s  t h e  u n i q u e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t o d a y ’ s
I n c i d e n t  C o m m a n d  S t r u c t u r e .  H e  h a s  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  2 5  y e a r s  i n  F i r e  M a n a g e m e n t
p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U S F S  i n c l u d i n g  w o r k i n g  a s  a  B a t t a l i o n  C h i e f  a n d  W i l d l a n d  F i r e
A r s o n  I n v e s t i g a t o r  a n d  1 8  y e a r s  i n  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  w i t h  U S F S  i n c l u d i n g  w o r k i n g  a s  a
P a t r o l  C a p t a i n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  E n f o r c e m e n t  o n  t h e  1 . 4  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  t h e  S t a n i s l a u s
N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .

T h e s e  t r a i n i n g s  a r e  g r e a t  f o r  n e w - c o m e r s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  m e m b e r s  a l i k e .  T h e r e
i n s t r u c t o r s  w e r e  e n g a g i n g  a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e ,  c a p t u r i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
m o r n i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  n e w  t h i n g s  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  a n d  n e w  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  b e
g a r n e r e d .  A n d  t h i s  t r a i n i n g  w a s  n o  e x c e p t i o n .  

by Carol Hallett,  THA-CERT Program Manager

A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  f o r  f i r e  s e a s o n ,  w e  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  R e d  C r o s s
T r a i n i n g  t o  h e l p  u s  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  a l l  w o r k  c l o s e r  i n  t h e  e v e n t  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
o p e n  a n  e v a c u a t i o n  c e n t e r .   W e  h a v e  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  p a s t ,
t h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e d  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  R e d  C r o s s  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

W e  h a d  a  g r o u p  o f  T H A - C E R T  m e m b e r s  j o i n  t h e  v i r t u a l  t r a i n i n g  c l a s s  f o r  R e d  C r o s s
S h e l t e r  T r a i n i n g  &  F u n d a m e n t a l s  t a u g h t  b y  D e b b i e  C a l c o t e ,  D i s a s t e r  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r
f o r  A m e r i c a n  R e d  C r o s s  i n  T u o l u m n e  C o u n t y .   T h e  c l a s s  w a s  r o u g h l y  3  h o u r s  a  d a y  f o r  3
d a y s .   T h e  t r a i n i n g  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  d o n e ,  i n t e r a c t i v e ,  a n d  p a c e d  t o  a l l o w  q u e s t i o n s .   

B y  t h e  e n d ,  w e  a l l  u n d e r s t o o d  a  b i t  m o r e  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  b e t t e r  w o r k  i n
c o n c e r t  t o  h e l p  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .   



I couldn’t afford to travel to Miami Beach from Colorado this Spring so I accepted a

very generous offer to head home to Twain Harte. When THA-CERT Program Manager

Carol Hallett called me one freezing windy day in February to invite me to reprise my

Disaster Medicine presentation, I was on board immediately.  
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HOW I SPENT MY SPRING VACATION
by Eric Marvel,  THA-CERT Founding Member

I haven’t flown in a while and

the whole mask-thing was a bit

of a nuisance but I happily

winged away to my original

hometown of Sacramento and

was met by my dearest friend

(complete with her newly

shortened locks).  The winding

drive along highway 49 provided

many opportunities for nostalgic

reflection of past decades. Carol

indulged me with a stop at

Mike’s for pizza and beer (an

all-time favorite) and we arrived

at our beloved Twain Harte.

F e l l o w  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r  S u s a n  a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  a w a y  f r o m  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y
f o r  t h r e e - y e a r s  n o w  a n d  I  w a s  f l o o d e d  w i t h  m o r e  n o s t a l g i a  a n d  e m o t i o n  a s  w e  d r o v e
i n t o  o u r  v i l l a g e .  S u c h  f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  o u r  1 6 - y e a r s  o n  C e d a r  P i n e s  A v e  a n d  a l l  o f  o u r
f r i e n d s  a n d  n e i g h b o r s . . .  ‘ C o l o r f u l  C o l o r a d o ’  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  i t s  c h a r m s ,  b u t  w e  r e a l l y  m i s s
T w a i n  H a r t e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  w e  a r e  t r u l y  h a p p y  t o  l i v e  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l y  i n  C o l o r a d o
a n d  t h e  j o y  t h a t  i s  o u r  2  ½ - y e a r  o l d  G r a n d s o n ,  H a r t f o r d .         

(Above) March training with Eric Marvel

S a t u r d a y ,  M a r c h  2 6 t h  w a s  m y  d a y  t o  e n g a g e  i n  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e  a c t i v i t i e s  –  l i s t e n i n g
t o  m y s e l f  t a l k  a b o u t  C E R T  D i s a s t e r  M e d i c a l  O p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  W o r d  o f  L i f e  F e l l o w s h i p  i n
M i - W u k  p r o v i d e d  a  b e a u t i f u l  h a l l  w h e r e  w e  c o u l d  s p e n d  t h e  d a y  o f  t r a i n i n g  ( c o m p l e t e
w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  B o b  K i r k )  a n d  J e r r y  D a y  a n d  G a r y  f r o m  A c c e s s  T u o l u m n e
c a p t u r e d  t h e  w h o l e  s h e b a n g  o n  v i d e o  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  L i s e  L e m o n n i e r  ( i n  t r u e  f o r m )
s h u t t l e d  a l l  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p l i e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  t h e  d a y  a l o n g  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f
g o o d i e s  a n d  b e v e r a g e s .
    
S o ,  f o r  f o u r  h o u r s  a n d  t e n  m i n u t e s  t h e  i n t r e p i d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  l i s t e n e d ,
a b s o r b e d  P o w e r  P o i n t  s l i d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e d  h a n d s - o n  s k i l l s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  r e f r e s h  a n d
l e a r n  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  C E R T  D i s a s t e r  M e d i c i n e  d e p l o y m e n t .  W e  d i s c u s s e d
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  c o n t r o l l i n g  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  b l e e d i n g  t o  d i g g i n g  l a t r i n e s  a f t e r  a  m a j o r
d i s a s t e r  –  f r o m  o p e n i n g  t h e  a i r w a y  a n d  t r e a t i n g  s h o c k  t o  r e m o v i n g  e x a m  g l o v e s  c o v e r e d
w i t h  s h a v i n g  c r e a m  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  t h e  G i l l e t t e  F o a m y  a l l  o v e r  o u r  h a n d s .  W e
b a n d a g e d ,  w e  s p l i n t e d  a n d  h e a d - t o - t o e  a s s e s s e d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  e n j o y m e n t .  



S p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f ,  I  h a d  t h e  m o s t  f u n  I ’ v e  h a d  i n  s o m e
t i m e .  A n d  I  b e l i e v e  o u r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a d  a  g o o d  d a y  a s
w e l l .  I  w a s  s o  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  f o l k s
p a r t i c i p a t e d  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t h e  d a y  a n d  a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s
a n d  s h a r e d  t h e i r  o w n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  w i s d o m  o n  t h e  t o p i c .  

I t ’ s  s o  r e w a r d i n g  ( m o r e  t h a n  I  c a n  a d e q u a t e l y  a r t i c u l a t e )
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  t h e  a m a z i n g
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  T w a i n  H a r t e  A r e a  C E R T !  T h e  p e o p l e
w h o  f o r m e d ,  g r e w  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  v a l u a b l e  c o m m u n i t y
r e s o u r c e  a r e  t r u l y  i n c r e d i b l e .  A n d ,  a s  a n y o n e  r e a d i n g  t h i s
k n o w s ,  m u c h  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  m a k i n g  T H A - C E R T  w h a t  i t
i s  t o d a y  g o e s  t o  o u r  b e l o v e d  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r .  I ’ m  s o
g r a t e f u l  f o r  a l l  s h e  h a s  d o n e  f o r  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f o r
i n v i t i n g  m e  t o  t r a v e l  f r o m  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  S t a t e  b a c k  t o
o u r  w o n d e r f u l  v i l l a g e  a n d  e n g a g e  i n  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e
a c t i v i t i e s  –  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m y s e l f  t a l k  a b o u t  C E R T  D i s a s t e r
M e d i c i n e .

HOW I SPENT MY SPRING VACATION, cont'd

Note from Carol Hallett ,  THA-CERT Program Manager
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I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  t e a m :

D a w n  C r o n i n ,  T r a i n i n g  L e a d e r ,  f o r  l o c a t i n g  a n d  s e c u r i n g  o u r  a m a z i n g  v e n u e .  

L i s e  L e m o n n i e r ,  P l a n n i n g  S e c t i o n  C h i e f ,  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g ,  t r a n s p o r t i n g ,  a n d  o r c h e s t r a t i n g
t h e  s e t - u p  o f  a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  s u p p l i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e c u r i n g  a l l  t h e  f o o d  a n d
b e v e r a g e s  f o r  o u r  b u f f e t .   L i s e  t o o k  o u r  s n a c k s  t o  n e x t  l e v e l !   A n d  t o p p e d  i t  a l l  o f f  w i t h
f r e s h  f l o w e r s ! !

B o b  K i r k  f o r  b e i n g  o u r  a u d i o / v i s u a l  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  d a y .  B o b  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h
A c c e s s  T u o l u m n e  a n d  E r i c  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  d a y  r a n  s m o o t h l y .

I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  W o r d  o f  L i f e  C h u r c h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  P a s t o r  F o l e y ,  f o r  a l l o w i n g
u s  t o  u s e  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  H a l l ,  w h i c h  w a s  b o t h  a m a z i n g  a n d  p e r f e c t  i n  e v e r y  w a y .   

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  a n d  h e a r t f e l t  t h a n k s  t o  E r i c  M a r v e l ,  F o u n d i n g
M e m b e r  T H A - C E R T ,  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  t r a i n i n g .   E r i c  b r i n g s  w i t h  h i m  a  v a s t
b a c k g r o u n d  i n  m e d i c i n e  a s  a  r e t i r e d  R N  a n d  P a r a m e d i c .   H e  a l s o  i s  a  r e t i r e d  U S A F  M a s t e r
S e r g e a n t ,  T u o l u m n e  C o u n t y  S A R ,  a n d  p a s t  I n t e r i m  D i r e c t o r  o f  E M S  a t  C o l u m b i a  C o l l e g e .  
 I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  b a c k g r o u n d ,  E r i c  i s  a n  e n g a g i n g  a n d  d y n a m i c  s p e a k e r  t h a t
k e p t  u s  a l l  e n g a g e d  a n d  e n t e r t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  4  h o u r s .   T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a
g r e a t  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  w e  m a y  m o v e  a w a y ,  w e  a l w a y s  r e m a i n  p a r t  o f  t h i s  C E R T
f a m i l y .
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T h i s  i s  m u c h  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  C E R T  m i s s i o n ,  p r o v i d i n g  l o c a l i z e d  s e l f - h e l p
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s .  I n  f a c t  C E R T  i s
a l r e a d y  u s i n g  t h e  s i m p l e  F R S ,  F a m i l y  R a d i o  S e r v i c e  r a d i o s  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  a t  t h e
f i r s t  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  T h e r e  i s  n o  t e s t  o r  f e e  t o  u s e  t h e s e  r a d i o s  c o s t i n g  a b o u t  $ 2 0 .
M o r e  p o w e r f u l  r a d i o s ,  k n o w n  a s  G e n e r a l  M o b i l e  R a d i o  S e r v i c e  r a d i o s ,  c o u l d  a l s o  b e
u s e d  f o r  b r o a d e r  c o v e r a g e ,  a n d  r e q u i r e  a  o n e - t i m e  $ 3 5  f e e  t o  o p e r a t e  w h i c h  c o v e r s  a
u s e r ’ s  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y .  T C A R E S ,  T u o l u m n e ’ s  l o c a l  a m a t e u r  r a d i o  g r o u p ,  h a s
v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  n o v i c e  u s e r s  w i t h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  r a d i o s ,
a n d  t e a c h  t h e  e t i q u e t t e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  u s i n g  “ d i r e c t e d  n e t s ”  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o   p r o v i d e
t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  l a y e r  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  a n d  i n t e r f a c e  w i t h  t h e
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f  a n d  O E S .  

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  d e t a i l s  t o  b e  w o r k e d  o u t ,  b u t  w e  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p l a n  i n  E l  D o r a d o  C o u n t y ,  s e e   
 h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s / N e i g h b o r h o o d R a d i o W a t c h .

C E R T  a n d  T C A R E S  w i l l  b e  w o r k i n g  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  R a d i o  W a t c h
P r o g r a m ,  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t s  i n  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  w o r k  w i t h  T u o l u m n e  C o u n t y
o f f i c i a l s .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f o r m i n g  a  l o c a l  r a d i o  g r o u p ,  c o n t a c t  R i c h  C o m b s ,
r i c h s f p d @ g m a i l . c o m .   F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  T C A R E S  c o n t a c t  N e d  a t  n e d @ s u d d u t h . o r g
o r  g o  t o  h t t p s : / / t c a r e s . n e t /

L o t s  t o  d o ,  b u t  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  C E R T  m e m b e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y !   

F i r e  S a f e t y  i s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  e v e r y o n e ’ s  m i n d .  T o  h e l p
a d d r e s s  t h i s ,  i n  D e c e m b e r  A l a n  T h o m p s o n  g a v e  a  Z O O M
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a t t e n d e d  b y  m a n y  C E R T  m e m b e r s ,  w h i c h
c o v e r e d  t h e  m a s s i v e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f a i l u r e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d
d u r i n g  t h e  P a r a d i s e  F i r e  i n  2 0 1 8 .  T h e  m e s s a g e  w a s  w e l l
r e c e i v e d ,  b u t  t h e  c o m m o n  r e s p o n s e  w a s  “ W h a t  c a n  W E  D O
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e m ? ”  S o  i n  M a r c h  A l a n  g a v e  a  f o l l o w - u p
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t i t l e d  R a d i o - F o r  t h e  R e s t  o f  U s .  H e  o u t l i n e d  a
s y s t e m  o f  c h e a p ,  e a s y  t o  u s e  t w o - w a y  r a d i o s ,  f i e l d e d  i n
s m a l l  l o c a l  g r o u p s ,  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f l o w  i n  t h e  e v e n t
t h a t  t h e  m e d i a  t h a t  w e  r e l y  o n  d a i l y  -  c e l l  p h o n e s ,  i n t e r n e t ,
a n d  l a n d  l i n e s ,  w e r e  t o  f a i l ,  a s  t h e y  d i d  i n  P a r a d i s e ,
i n c l u d i n g  9 1 1  s e r v i c e .  

by Rich Combs, THA-CERT Member

NEIGHBORHOOD RADIO WATCH

T h e s e  l o c a l  g r o u p s  o f  a  f e w  d o z e n  r e s i d e n c e s  k n o w n  a s  a  N e i g h b o r h o o d  R a d i o  W a t c h ,
w o u l d  b e  l i n k e d  t o  a  b r o a d e r  l e v e l  o f  l o n g e r - r a n g e  r a d i o s ,  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  a r e  l i n k e d
t o  t h e  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f  a n d  T u o l u m n e  O f f i c e  o f  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s .  W i t h  a  t w o - w a y  f l o w
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  S h e r i f f  c a n  p a s s  o n  s t a t u s  u p d a t e s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  n o r m a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c h a n n e l s  a r e  d i s r u p t e d .  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/NeighborhoodRadioWatch
mailto:richsfpd@gmail.com
mailto:ned@sudduth.org
https://tcares.net/
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J o i n  t h e  T w a i n  H a r t e  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s  D i s t r i c t  ( T H C S D )  b o a r d  m e e t i n g .  T h i s  i s  o u r
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h i s  i s  a  w a y  t o  l e a r n  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  i t  a n d  a r o u n d  i t !

W h e n :   W e d n e s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
             S t a r t s  p r o m p t l y  a t  0 9 0 0

G o  t o  h t t p s : / / w w w . t w a i n h a r t e c s d . c o m / b o a r d - m e e t i n g s  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

JOIN THE THCSD BOARD MEETING

WHAT'S NEXT?

WHERE DOES THE TIME GO?
by Lise Lemonnier,  THA-CERT Planning Officer

The hours worked by THA-CERT volunteers in

the month of March are as follows:

     Administration = 214 hours

     Training = 233 hours

     Deployments = 31.5 hours

     Total March = 478.5 hours


